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into Russian Turkestan : they were playthings of Geog-
raphy, retaining their formal independence, and
inhabited by the same peoples as the neighbouring
Russian possessions. The boundary between Bukhara
and the Turkestan Province in the Kisil-Kum desert was
laid down in such a way as to provide the route taken
by the Russian troops when they were attacking Khiva
with a sufficient large quantity of wells. The boundary
cut right through the Zeravshan valley, and, traversing
the only irrigation system, gave the upper parts of the
Zervashan to Russia and the lower parts to Bukhara.
Russia took possession of the water i.e. the power.

The Uzbegs, who lived on the banks of the Zerav-
shan, were artificially separated; whilst in Khiva the
boundary united the Rezbeks and the Turkomans.
Nationalities were divided and purposely joined to each
other. Thus enmity between different nationalities were
created. When Soviets were established in Central Asia
the old frontiers were at first retained but later on in
1925 national demarcation was effected. The following
national states are marked now on the map of
Central Asia. The Uzbeg Republic, formerly broken up
into three states: the Tajik Republic, once divided be-
tween Bukhara and Russia; the Kerghiz Republic,
divided before the Revolution between two Governor-
Generalships ; the Kava-Kalpak Republic, where territory
formerly belonged partly to Khiva and partly to Russia.
Now frontier lines mark national territories.

In this way all the important peoples in the west of
the Soviet Union have been accorded self autonomy.
But care has been taken in laying down the frontiers in
accordance with the national principle, not to clash in
any way with the economic divisions. Regions that were
economic units were, not broken up. For instance,